FLORIDA COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION SUMMIT

2026 Symposium Session Schedule

Tuesday, May 5" at 8:30am - 9:30am

Title Room Presenters Description
Agent and Island Room 2 Dr. Maia McGuire, New faculty in Initiatives 1-4 will give lightning
Specialist Associate Program Leader round presentations to share information about
Partnership for Initiatives 1-4 themselves and their current areas of expertise.
Enhancement - These sessions will allow specialists and agents
Session A Dr. Whitney Elmore, to find potential collaborators.

Associate Program Leader

for Natural Resources
Cyber Spill: Palm Room Dr. Sarah Lynne, Associate | Adolescent mental health issues are rising
Exploring Links Professor, Department of alongside increased social media and online
Between Family, Youth and activity. While media narratives suggest that
Adolescent Community Sciences online activities may be a cause of the increase in
Smartphone Use youth mental health challenges, the scientific
and Mental Health literature shows mixed findings. This presentation
in the United will describe and provide some early findings from
States the Cyberspill study which seeks to understand

how teens use their smartphones and how that
relates to well-being and mental health.
Discussion will be focused on take away
messages for parents and youth serving
organizations.

From Meetings to
Momentum: Using
Advisory
Committees to
Strengthen
Extension
Programs

Sunset Cove -
Level 9

Dr. Matt Benge, Associate
Professor, Department of
Agricultural Education and
Communication

Mahnoor Talat, M.S.,
Doctoral Student and
Graduate Assistant,
Department of Agricultural
Education and
Communication

Advisory committees can be powerful tools for
improving program relevance and impact;
however, they are oftentimes used as
administrative requirements rather than strategic
assets. This session explores how Extension
professionals can engage their advisory
committees to inform needs assessment
processes and guide program decisions.
Participants will leave with actional approaches to
increase both efficiency and effectiveness when
working with their advisory committees.




Urban Landscape
Plant Palettes

Island Room 1

Dr. Leynar Leyton, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Horticultural Sciences,
North Florida Research and
Education Center - Quincy

Dr. Mica McMillan,
Assistant Professor, Palm
Nutrition Specialist, Fort
Lauderdale Research and
Education Center

Dr. Basil lannone,
Associate Professor, Urban
Ecology and Ecological
Restoration Specialist,
School of Forest, Fisheries
and Geomatic Sciences

Dr. Leyton: This presentation highlights the
evaluation of 24 Florida native plant species in
urban landscape demonstration gardens located
in Quincy and Gainesville, Florida, with a focus on
establishment, performance, and maintenance
requirements under real-world conditions. The
talk will share preliminary results from 12 high-
ornamental-value native species and examine
their irrigation and nutrient needs. The discussion
will provide science-based guidance for selecting
and managing Florida native plants to support
resilient, low-input urban landscapes while
maintaining aesthetic quality.

Dr. McMillan: This presentation highlights recent
research updates in palm nutrition and fertilizer
practices. We will review new findings alongside
practical cultural management strategies for
improved palm health. Updated fertilizer
recommendations based on the latest research
will be discussed. Ecological Landscapes: This
talk will discuss why some people are interested
in transforming urban landscapes into
ecosystems that support biodiversity. Multiple
projects that aim to enhance the ecological value
of urban landscapes will be discussed, including
their justification, impacts, challenges, and next
steps.

Dr. lannone: Ecological Landscapes: This talk will
discuss why some people are interested in
transforming urban landscapes into ecosystems
that support biodiversity. Multiple projects that
aim to enhance the ecological value of urban
landscapes will be discussed, including their
justification, impacts, challenges, and next steps.

Youth Participatory
Action Research
and Its Relevance
for Extension:
Connecting Youth
and Communities

Bay Room

Dr. Michelle Abraczinskas,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Family,
Youth and Community
Sciences

This presentation will cover youth participation
models, zeroing in on youth participatory action
research (YPAR), a youth-adult partnered
approach in which youth identify an area
important to their lives, collect data about it, and
share their findings to other youth and decision-
makers to improve their communities The
presenter will share briefly about YPAR used in
extension in other states, and then examples from
her own work on topics such as improving youth
well-being and farmworker conditions. Finally, the
presenter will share considerations for planning
for YPAR and a practical, planning toolkit.




Helping Nonprofit Gulf Room Dr. Shaun Khurana, This presentation will review recent research

Leaders Build Assistant Professor, relevant to nonprofit leaders on developing strong

Organizational Department of Family, financial management practices and collaborative

Capacity Youth and Community relationships with government, other nonprofits,

Sciences and community stakeholders. Insights from a pilot

extension program in Clay County will be
referenced to start conversations on how
nonprofit leadership competencies can be
supported across the state.

UF/IFAS Extension | Beach Room Dr. Karla Shelnutt, Chronic diseases account for eight of the ten

Food is Medicine
Initiative

Professor, Department of
Family, Youth and
Community Sciences &
Associate Dean for
Extension Engagement

Dr. Jamie Zeldman,
Postdoctoral Associate, UF
Food is Medicine Initiative &
PLANTMED Seed Funding
Program Coordinator,
UF/IFAS Extension

Dr. Jaehyun Ahn, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Agricultural Education and
Communication

Dr. Hegiang "Alfred" Huo,
Associate Professor,
Department of
Environmental Horticulture,
Mid-Florida Research and
Education Center

Dr. Kelly Balmant, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Horticultural Sciences

Dr. Lincoln Zotarelli,
Professor, Department of
Horticultural Sciences

Dr. Catalin Voiniciuc,
Associate Professor,
Department of Horticultural
Sciences

leading causes of death in the United States,
highlighting the need for integrated strategies to
prevent and manage diet-related conditions. Food
is Medicine is increasingly recognized as a
national strategy to link nutrition and healthcare,
and as a Land Grant University with a medical
center on campus, UF is uniquely positioned to
expand and strengthen FiM efforts by leveraging
expertise in nutrition, Extension, medicine,
specialty crop breeding, technology, and
community engagement. This session provides an
overview of the UF/IFAS Extension Food is
Medicine initiative, highlighting the research of
winning PLANTMED seed funding proposals.




Harnessing
Generative Al in
Extension: From
Program
Development to
Content Creation

Starfish Room -
Level 7

Natasha Parks, Family and
Consumer Sciences Agent
and Interim County
Extension Director, Duval
County

Lisa Hamilton, Associate
Program Leader for Housing
Education & Family and
Consumer Sciences Agent,
Volusia County

Explore how Extension professionals can harness
generative Al to streamline program development
and create digital content. Participants will watch
live demonstrations and gain hands on experience
accessing Al tools, crafting effective prompts,
sharing best practice strategies for updating
programs and activities. Participants should bring
their phone and/or laptop for the hands-on
activities.

A Recipe for
Stronger Families:
Integrating
Literacy, Parenting,
and Nutrition
Education to
Empower Florida
Families through
UF/IFAS Books &
Cooks

Coquina Room
-Level 3

Dr. David Diehl, Associate
Professor, Department of
Family, Youth and
Community Sciences

Dr. Jeneé Duncan,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Family,
Youth and Community
Sciences

Jessica Hart, Assistant
Director, UF/IFAS Books &
Cooks

Books & Cooks is a series-based family
curriculum addressing the connection between
family literacy, nutrition, and food security. During
the session, we will highlight how we partner with
county Extension faculty to deliver the program,
share key outcomes achieved to date, and
discuss future directions, including Books &
Cook's role in the Food is Medicine initiative and
our focus on diabetes prevention for youth and
adults.




Tuesday, May 5" at 9:00am - 9:30am

Title Room Presenters Description

Using Community | Sundial Room- | Linda Seals, Regional A listening session gives community members an

Listening Sessions | Level4 Specialized Agent, opportunity to share their perspectives on an

as a Strategy to Community Resource issue and propose solutions they believe will

Enhance Civic Development work. These sessions build awareness, strengthen

Engagement and relationships, and surface the values and

Assess Educational Lara Milligan, Natural priorities of those most affected. They also

Needs Resources Agent, Pinellas encourage residents to connect with one another

County and with community leaders to address the issue.

This session will introduce you to community
listening sessions, which can help you identify
educational needs and motivate community
members to engage in resolving complex issues.

Quantitative Conch Room - | Dr. Randy Cantrell, Older adults represent an increasingly growing

Insights into Why Level 6 Associate Professor, segment of US society. Some are choosing to

Older Adults Are
Remaining in Their
Current Residence
or Opting to
Relocate

Department of Family, Youth
and Community Sciences

remain living in their current residence as they age
while others are relocating to options such as
Assisted Living Facilities (ALFs). This presentation
provides insights explaining why and how older
adults are making their future housing choices.
These results can offer practitioners insights into
how to prepare for these present and future
trends.




Tuesday, May 5" at 9:45am - 10:45am

Experience

Specialized 4-H Agent,
Agriculture

Dr. Candi Dierenfield, State
Specialized 4-H Agent,
Volunteer Management

Dr. Kate Fogarty, Associate
Professor, Department of
Family, Youth and
Community Sciences

Tavia Gordon, Urban
Extension Agent, FAMU

Dr. Sarah Hensley, State
Specialized 4-H Agent,
Curriculum and Evaluation

Dr. Dale Pracht, Associate
Professor, Department of
Family, Youth and
Community Sciences

Title Room Presenters Description
Agentand Island Room 2 | Dr. Maia McGuire, Associate | New faculty in Initiatives 1-4 will give lightning
Specialist Program Leader for round presentations to share information about
Partnership Initiatives 1-4 themselves and their current areas of expertise.
Enhancement - These sessions will allow specialists and agents
Session B Dr. Whitney Elmore, to find potential collaborators.

Associate Program Leader

for Natural Resources
Mapping the Youth Palm Room Dr. Chris DeCubellis, State | This session uses Positive Youth Development

research to shift the focus from programs to the
lived experience of young people in 4-H.
Participants will map what it feels like for youth to
enter, move through, and stay involved in
programs, identifying key moments that influence
retention. Grounded in research on youth
engagement, this session highlights practical
design choices that strengthen developmental
relationships and keep young people connected.

Making Lecture an
Experience:
Experiential
Learning
Approaches to
Lecture-Based
Educational
Activities

Coastal Room

Dr. Peyton Beattie,
Extension Assistant
Professor, Department of
Agricultural Education and
Communication

Emma Long, Graduate
Student, Department of
Agricultural Education and
Communication

Jared Dunn, Graduate
Student, Department of
Agricultural Education and
Communication

This session will explore experiential learning and
how to design lecture-based program activities to
be an experience. Participants will learn key
concepts of experiential learning along with
insights from recent research. The instructors will
demonstrate how an experience can be included
in a lecture-based lesson. Following the
demonstration, participants will begin redesigning
one of their own lecture-based activities to
incorporate an experiential component.




CED Toolkit

Sunset Cove -

Chinar Patil, IT Project

CED Toolkit: Empowering County Extension

Level 9 Manager, Artificial & Leadership: Chinar Patil & Scott Eisenstark
Business Intelligence This session builds upon the tools introduced at
the December 2025 Statewide Leadership Retreat
Scott Eisenstark, IT Analyst, | and highlights additional resources developed in
Extension Business Services | collaboration with ABI and Extension Business
Services (EBS). Focus will be placed on integrated
resources that improve reporting, streamline
operations, and support informed decision-
making for CEDs.
The Grant Beach Room Extension Business Unlock the power of strategic grantsmanship to
Advantage: Building Services Grant Team: elevate your faculty-led programs from promising
Programs That to exceptional. This course is designed for faculty
Thrive Alex Rella, Associate and program leaders seeking to build sustainable,

Director, Finance

Brittany Milito, Research
Administrator

Ashleigh Crawford,
Research Administrator

Stephanie Gray, Assistant
Vice President and Director,
Division of Sponsored
Programs, UF Research

impactful initiatives through effective grant
acquisition and management. Participants will
explore the full lifecycle of grants—from
identifying funding opportunities and crafting
compelling proposals to building collaborative
partnerships and aligning projects with
institutional priorities.

Urban Landscapes
and Water Quality

Island Room 1

Dr. Mary Lusk, Associate
Professor, Urban Soil and
Water Science, Gulf Coast
Research and Education
Center

Dr. Bryan Unruh, Professor,
Associate Center Director,
West Florida Research and
Education Center - Jay

Dr. AJ Reisinger, Associate
Professor, Urban Soil and
Water Quality, Department
of Soil, Water and
Ecosystem Sciences

Dr. Lusk: Reclaimed water is former wastewater
that has been highly treated and can be returned
to communities for reuse in some beneficial way,
such as urban irrigation. Using reclaimed water
(RW) for irrigation provides resiliency against
water supply pressures but it may contain excess
nutrients that can impair water quality in
downstream waters. This can be especially
problematic if urban irrigation with RW includes
overspray, or the wasteful application of water to
hard surfaces in addition to lawns and green
spaces. This presentation discusses research on
irrigation overspray with RW and potential
consequences for the environment.

Dr. Unruh: This presentation explores reclaimed
water as a sustainable irrigation source and its
contribution of nutrients such as nitrogen and
phosphorus to urban landscape systems. It will
examine how these nutrients influence turf
nutrient requirements and the need to adjust
fertilizer programs accordingly. Attendees will
learn best practices for monitoring and managing
nutrients to maintain healthy turf while
minimizing environmental impacts.




Dr. Reisinger: Urban fertilizer application
enhances the growth, productivity, and health of
urban landscapes. But nutrients in these
fertilizers can be transported away from the
landscape where they can cause negative water
quality impacts. While the widespread
distribution of fertilizer applications makes it
difficult to directly connect water quality
responses to fertilizer application practices, we
can use laboratory, greenhouse, and real-world
studies to estimate fertilizer impacts. This
presentation will discuss the overall approach for
quantifying the effects of fertilizer application on
water quality, and approaches for quantifying the
impacts of various changes to fertilizer behavior.

Designing Bay Room Dr. Heather Young, Florida's evolving workforce demands graduates
Experiences that Instructional Assistant who bring both technical knowledge and strong
Build Workforce Professor, Department of interpersonal skills such as communication,
Skills Agricultural Education and teamwork, and problem-solving. While many
Communication youth programs aim to build these competencies,
meaningful growth only happens when
Brent Broaddus, Regional experiences are intentionally designed, not simply
Specialized Agent, 4-H Youth | when skills are listed as outcomes. In this
Development interactive session, participants will apply a
practical design framework to evaluate one of
Derby Sale, State 4-H their current programs and identify where
Citizenship and Leadership | workforce skills are truly being developed and
Coordinator where they are not. Using the 4-H Beyond Ready
approach and alignment with Florida workforce
Dr. Katherine Milla, priorities, participants will leave with a clear
Professor of Geology and strategy to strengthen skill development within
Geospatial Sciences, FAMU | programs they already deliver.
Dr. Angel Forde, Community
Resource Development
Agent, FAMU
Multidimensional Gulf Room Dr. Jorge Ruiz-Menjivar, This study empirically examines financial

Financial
Vulnerability: An
Empirical Analysis
Across Population
Groups

Associate Professor,
Department of Family, Youth
and Community Sciences

vulnerability (FV) across demographic
characteristics using a sample of 7,764
households drawn from the 2021 wave of the
Spanish Survey of Financial Competences. FV is
conceptualized and operationalized as a
multidimensional construct comprising
sensitivity, resilience, and exposure, consistent
with the framework proposed by Voith and Mauser
(2024) and Fernandez-Lopez et al. (2026)




Tuesday, May 5" at 11:00am - 12:00pm

Initiatives 2 and 4

Assistant Professor,
Community Food Systems,
Department of Family, Youth
and Community Sciences

Dr. Eban Bean, Associate
Professor, Urban Water
Resources, Conservation
and Stormwater Specialist,

Title Room Presenters Description
ANR Island Room2 | Dr. Marcelo Wallau, This Q&A session is designed to introduce
Specialist/Agent Associate Program Leader exceptional examples of agent/specialist
Collaboration Panel for Agriculture collaborations while highlighting partnership
Discussion development, professional benefits, and
(Initiatives 1 & 3) Dr. Whitney Elmore, expectations for successful collaborations based
Associate Program Leader on faculty role. Panelists will include agents and
for Natural Resources specialists representing agriculture and natural
sources. Participants will emerge with tools and
resources to create and foster successful faculty
collaborations.
From Good Program | Bay Room Dr. Dale Pracht, Associate Many strong programs struggle to grow or sustain
to Scalable Professor, Department of impact beyond a limited audience. This session
Program Family, Youth and helps participants examine what makes programs
Community Sciences scalable by stepping back to consider design,
capacity, partnerships, and timing. Participants
Vanessa Spero, Regional will reflect on why some programs are ready to
Specialized Agent, 4-H Youth | grow while others are not, and how strategic
Development choices influence long-term sustainability.
Dr. Andy Toelle, Regional
Specialized Agent, 4-H Youth
Development
Laura Valencia, Family and
Consumer Sciences Agent
and County Extension
Director, Flagler County
Jessica Sprain, 4-H Youth
Development Agent,
Osceola County
Dallas Meringolo, 4-H Youth
Development Agent and
County Extension Director,
Lake County
Emerging Issues in Island Room 1 | Dr. Catherine Campbell, Dr. Campbell: This presentation highlights a

developing program within the new Community
Food Systems Priority Work Group. The initiative is
designed to build local capacity around local food
policy, including land-use and regulatory issues
affecting food systems. This presentation will
provide an overview of tools and resources to
engage policymakers, gardeners, residents, and
farmers on zoning, comprehensive plans, and
related regulations that shape community food
systems.




Department of Agricultural
and Biological Engineering

Dr. Nasser Najibi, Assistant
Professor, water Resources,
Climate Risk and Resilience
Specialist, Department of
Agricultural and Biological
Engineering

Dr. Najibi: Regarding Climate resilience tools for
Extension, | am thinking of presenting a few slides
at the beginning to review the current framewaorks
for climate vulnerability assessments of water
systems (and, more broadly, any infrastructure
systems and communities where weather/climate
risk is a stressor). Then | will show an example of
working with water managers and risk
coordinators to tailor the framework to their
needs. [ will aim to keep itin a way that
encourages Extension agents to pursue future
collaboration opportunities.

Dr. Bean: Recent updates to state regulations
require that ERP permitted stormwater systems
be regularly inspected by a qualified inspector.
The Stormwater Qualified Inspector Training
(SQuInT) program is a self-paced, online training
that was developed to qualify non-licensed
professionals to perform inspections. Program
development was funded by FDEP and is hosted
by the Florida-Friendly Landscaping Program.

FEA Overview and
Workshop

Coastal Room

Amanda Lovins, Assistant
Director, UF/IFAS Human
Resources

A workshop style session designed for faculty
going through the promotion process to ask
guestions, view toolkits and receive direct
guidance on the use of the FEA system.
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Agriculture and
Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

Gulf Room

Dr. Hardeep Singh,
Assistant Professor,
Cropping Systems
Specialist, West Florida
Research and Education
Center-Jay

Dr. Vivek Sharma, Assistant
Professor, Precision Water
Management, Department of
Agricultural and Biological
Engineering

Dr. Lakesh Sharma,
Assistant Professor, Soil
Fertility and Sustainable
Nutrient Management
Specialist, State BMP
Coordinator, Department of
Soil and Water Sciences

Dr. Singh: The presentation will focus on SMART
nutrient management planning for cotton
production systems aimed at improving nutrient
use efficiency while protecting water quality.
Additionally, conservation practices such as the
use of cover crops to enhance nutrient retention
and overall system efficiency will be discussed.
The presentation will also highlight recent
research and extension efforts supporting
adoption of agricultural nutrient Best
Management Practices (BMPs) in Florida row crop
systems.

Dr. Vivek Sharma: This presentation explores
current precision irrigation technologies that
support efficient and sustainable crop
production. It will cover soil moisture sensing,
evapotranspiration-based irrigation scheduling,
variable-rate irrigation, and the use of remote
sensing, GIS, and decision-support tools. The talk
will emphasize practical, field-ready approaches
that help producers apply the right amount of
water at the right time, improve water-use
efficiency, reduce energy and nutrient losses, and
protect water quality. Examples from on-farm and
regional applications will demonstrate how
precision irrigation can enhance productivity
under diverse soils, climates, and management
systems.

Dr. Lakesh Sharma: This presentation
summarizes field-based nitrogen rate research to
refine Florida-specific corn N recommendations,
linking with yield response and agronomic
recovery efficiency. Results support an optimum
range of ~257-315 Ib. N ac™" for high-yielding
systems, such as 280 bu. ac™" corn (recorded in
Florida), when nitrogen is applied timely and
efficiently. The work also highlights the role of
variable-rate N application as a next step to
manage within-field yield variability, improve N
use efficiency, and reduce unnecessary fertilizer
inputs.

Our Peninsula:
Utilizing Al for
Invasive Species in
Florida

Palm Room

Dr. Jaehyun Ahn, Assistant
Professor of Artificial
Intelligence Extension,
Department of Agricultural
Education and
Communication

Florida's peninsula shape makes it a model for
invasion dynamics. Introductions of invasive
species usually occur along the coastlines and
key pathways, after which they spread through
various ecosystems and communities. Artificial
intelligence (Al) allows us to integrate detection,
forecasting, and decision support across ocean,
land, and human systems-enabling us to shift
from merely responding to invasions to
preemptive measures and actions
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This talk will initiate a discussion on "human-in-
the-loop" design, focusing on how to develop Al
that supports Extension professionals and
stakeholders.

Stress and Burnout

Sundial Room -

Dr. Heidi Radunovich,

This session will provide an overview of the latest

in the Workplace: Level4 Professor, Department of research on stress and burnout in the workplace.
What You Need To Family, Youth and Research-based strategies for preventing burnout
Know Community Sciences and managing stress will be provided.

Food for Thought: Coquina Room | Dr. Wendy Dahl, Professor, Emerging evidence supporting novel relationships
Promoting Dietary -Level 3 Department of Food Science | between healthful dietary patterns and brain
Patterns to and Human Nutrition health may be a significant motivator for dietary

Enhance Cognitive
Health

change. This session will highlight recent research
on foods, dietary patterns, and brain health.
Research gaps will be identified, and session
participants will have the opportunity to discuss
and propose research and programming goals to
support brain health initiatives, specifically
related to brain-health-related food choices and
adherence to healthful dietary patterns.

Biosecurity in
Action:
Understanding Risk
and
Communicating
During Agricultural
Disease Events

Beach Room

Dr. Ashley McLeod-Morin,
Extension Scientist, UF/IFAS
Center for Public Issues
Education (PIE Center)

Dr. Angela Lindsey,
Associate Professor, Family,
Youth and Community
Sciences

Benjamin Anderson,
Assistant Professor,
Environmental and Global
Health, College of Public
Health and Health
Professions

Karli Leitheiser, Extension
Program Specialist, UF/IFAS
Center for Public Issues
Education (PIE Center)

Biosecurity threats—from animal-borne diseases
to emerging agricultural risks—can have
significantimpacts on producers, communities,
and the food system. This session provides an
overview of key biosecurity risks in agriculture,
highlights recent public opinion data on animal
diseases and biosecurity practices, and
introduces practical communication strategies for
discussing these topics with diverse audiences.
Participants will also take partin an interactive
scenario-based activity to practice decision-
making and communication during a simulated
biosecurity event, leaving with tools they can use
in real-world Extension programming.
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