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Beef Cattle Field Day Beef Cattle Management Tips 
 The Marion County Cattlemen’s Association and the 

Florida Brangus Breeders will host a Beef Field Day at 
Heldon Ranch on Saturday, July 27th, 2002 to benefit 
the youth groups of both of these associations.  
Activities will kick off at 9:00 a.m. with the opening of 
the Trade Show.  Cattle Management workshops will 
begin at 10:00 am.  

JULY 
 Control weeds in summer pasture. 
 Apply nitrogen to warm season pastures, if needed 
 Check and fill mineral feeders and dust bags. 
 Inspect pastures for armyworms and mole crickets, 

and treat if necessary. 
  Wean calves and cull cow herd 
Scheduled workshop topics and speakers include:   Observe cows for evidence of footrot and treat. 

EPD’s & Bull Selection   Consider preconditioning calves before sale 
including vaccination for shipping fever and IBR at 
least 3 weeks before sale. 

Todd Thrift, UF - Department of Animal Sciences 
Marketing Alliances  

Tim Marshall, UF - Department of Animal Sciences  Update market information and plans. 
Florida Forages   Re-vaccinate calves at weaning for blackleg. 

Carrol Chambliss, UF – Agronomy Department  By-Product Supplements AUGUST Findlay Pate 
 Cut hay. UF – Range Cattle Research & Education Center 
 Apply lime for fall and winter crops.  
 Harvest bahiagrass seed. In addition to the workshops ranch/forage tours will 

be offered. There is no charge for admission and the 
Trade Show exhibitors will sponsor the lunch break. 

 Check pastures for evidence of armyworms, mole 
crickets, and spittlebugs, treat if necessary. 

 Check and fill mineral feeders and dust bags. Phillips Ranch, Heldon Ranch and Lettelier Brangus 
have all donated one heifer each. Tickets are $1.00 each 
and may be purchased in advance or at the Field Day 
prior to the drawing.  The drawing will be held during 
the lunch break with the winner receiving his/her choice 
of heifers.  The other two heifers will be auctioned to 
the highest bidder.  Proceeds from this event will be 
divided between the Marion County Junior Association 
and the Florida Brangus Junior Association. 

 Inspect cattle for evidence of disease. 
 Wean calves and cull cow herd. 
 Pregnancy test and cull open heifers 
 Check bred cows for evidence of abortion. 
 If cattle grubs were found on cattle last winter or 

heel flies were observed in the pasture, treat for 
cattle grubs this month. 

 Pregnancy test and cull open heifers from 
replacement herd. For more information call 352-595-3450. 
 



Hurricane Preparedness for Livestock
SOURCE: Polk County Sheriff's Office 
Lessons From Past Hurricanes:  
♦ Collapsed Barns - Owners thought their animals 

were safe inside their barn.  
♦ Kidney Failure - Due to dehydration, wandering 

animals were deprived of water for days. 
♦ Electrocution - Horses sought the lowest areas, in 

many cases this was a drainage ditch. The power 
lines that were blown down during the storm were 
strung over drainage ditches. 

♦ Fencing Failure - Wandering animals, although 
unharmed during the storm, were hit and killed on 
the roadways.  

Debris caused the most severe injuries...  
♦ Many horses require euthanasia due to 

entanglement in barbed wire and the result was 
severe injuries. 

♦ Debris injuries were found most often in the 
hindquarters, because horses turn their tail to the 
storm. 

♦ Don't keep your animals in the barn to prevent 
debris injury. If your barn collapses - and there is no 
way to insure that it won't, large animals have no 
chance to save themselves and are likely to panic if 
they can't follow their instincts.  

Before hurricane season begins.. 
♦ Make sure all animals have current immunizations 

and coggins test.  
♦ If evacuation is necessary, make sure you take all 

necessary papers with you. 
♦ Locate safe areas within your county and make 

arrangements now to move your animals to that 
location. 

♦ Assist the receiving property owner in developing a 
disaster plan. A written DISASTER PLAN will help 
you and your animals survive.  

Develop a specific Disaster Plan for your property... 
Start with the farthest point of your property and move 
toward the house, listing all the things that need to be 
done. When you write your plan, consider the following 
guidelines:  
♦ Install a hand pump on your well now. You will 

never make a better investment. Well water will not 
become contaminated unless your well is 
submerged by floodwaters.  

♦ As you landscape your property, use native plants. 
Nature has evolved these species to weather 
hurricanes. They will be much less likely to uproot 
and become debris.  

♦ Think debris! Take down and secure everything you 
can. Turn over and tie down picnic tables and 
benches or anything else too large to store.  

♦ Purchase mobile home tie downs for your livestock 
trailer and other vehicles. They cost about $6.00 
each. Move vehicles, livestock trailers, etc., into the 
middle of the largest open area away from trees and 
tie them down.  

♦ Have a box filled with halters, leads, tapes, ropes, 
tarps and plastic, fly spray and animal medical 
supplies including bandages and medicines. Keep 
this box stored inside your home.  

♦ Keep two 2 liter soda bottles filled with water 
frozen in the freezer. They can be thawed in the 
refrigerator when electricity fails and it will keep 
the refrigerator cold. They can be used as a source 
of water, as they thaw.  

♦ City water becomes contaminated because 
purification systems are inoperable. To purify 
water, add 2 drops of chlorine bleach per quart and 
let it stand for half an hour.  

♦ Fill any large, outside vessels (rowboats, canoes, 
feed troughs, dumpsters, etc.) with water. This 
keeps vessels from becoming debris and provides a 
source of water for animals, after the storm. Pool 
water and collected water should be kept 
chlorinated so it remains usable.  

♦ Shut off main electrical breakers, close gas and 
water valves, unplug appliances and turn off air 
conditioning.  

♦ Chain your propane tank to the ground with stakes 
and label it  ‘propane”.   Label any hazardous 
material containers that may be on your property.  

♦ Bring chain saw, ladder, axe, shovel, pry bar, come 
along, metal cable, block and tackle, wire cutters, 
tool box, grill, charcoal and fluid into your house.  

♦ A two-week supply of animal feed and medications 
should be brought into your house and stored in 
waterproof containers.  

♦ Contact out-of-town friends and relatives and keep 
them informed of your plans. It will be easier for 
you to contact them instead of them trying to 
contact you.  

♦ Make sure you have insurance that is adequate. 
Photograph or video tape all property and animals 
and take these with you, if you must evacuate.  

♦ Remember after the storm all transactions will have 
to be made in cash and banks and gas stations will 
be closed.  

♦ Close barn and/or stall doors. Open all interior 
pasture gates. Put I.D. on all animals and turn your 
large animals out! They may suffer debris injuries, 
but at least this way they have a chance.  



Don't Go Out During The Storm!!! 
 
Guidelines for Disaster Preparedness:  
Develop a Written Plan...  

The first step is to develop a written plan. The first 
question to answer is whether or not your property is 
located in a storm surge flood area. This information 
may be obtained from your local government.  

Even if you are not in an area subject to flooding, you 
may want to consider evacuating your horses if they are 
maintained in stables or pastures, of less than one acre, 
because this will not be enough area for them to avoid 
debris and collapsing buildings.  

If you decide you must evacuate -- Do not try to 
evacuate with your livestock trailer, unless there is 
sufficient time!  

If you cannot be on the road 72 hours before the 
storm is due to hit, you could be easily caught in traffic 
and high winds. Traffic on the highways will be moving 
very slowly, if at all. A livestock trailer is a very 
unstable vehicle in high winds, and high winds will 
arrive 8-10 hours or more before the storm hits.  

Remember that a fire engine loaded with water is a 
very stable emergency vehicle and it is considered out 
of service when sustained winds reach 40 mph.  

Therefore, evacuating your animals out of the area 
may be too dangerous, but there are alternatives. Make 
plans now to move your animals to a safer area that is 
relatively near your home, before the storm. Long 
distance evacuation is not recommended as the storm 
may move faster than you anticipate.  

When any Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico storm is named, 
all Floridians should take it seriously, watch it closely 
and begin implementation of their pre-written Disaster 
Plans. Review and update your disaster plan with your 
family on a regular basis.  The safest place for large 
animals to weather a storm is in a large pasture. The 
pasture should meet as many of the following 
guidelines as possible: 
♦ It should be free of exotic trees.  
♦ No overhead power lines.  
♦ It should be well away from areas that might 

generate wind driven debris.  
♦ It should have both low areas that animals can 

shelter in during the storm (preferably a pond) and 
higher areas that will not be flooded after the storm.  

♦ Should have woven wire fencing.  
Long range disaster planning, fencing...  
♦ The clear winner is woven wire fencing. It acts like 

a volleyball net; in many cases falling trees will not 
even take it down. It stops debris and doesn't pull 
apart in high winds. Animals are less likely to get 
caught or tangled in it. 

♦ Board fencing blows down and becomes debris. If 
you use wood, back it with woven wire.  

♦ Avoid using barbed wire fencing because it cuts 
horses and is easily torn down by flying debris.  

♦ Lay out your fence lines to keep animals away from 
power lines.  

♦ Each year replace rotten fence posts and make 
fencing repairs. 

Building Construction:  
♦ Having a well-built barn keeps it from becoming 

debris. Never think it is safe enough to protect your 
animals. 

♦ A simple, well-strapped, open pole barn with a flat, 
properly secured metal roof or hurricane reinforced 
concrete barn is least likely to blow down.  

♦ Prefab trusses may not hold up. But if you use them 
make sure they have hurricane clips and are 
properly braced.  

♦ Roofing construction should either be metal or 
rolled roofing. Shingles and tile become small lethal 
weapons, which pastured animals cannot avoid. 
Large sheets of anything are more easily avoided by 
animals.  

♦ Consider some form of hurricane shutters for all 
glass windows and doors. Taping will prevent 
shattered glass from flying, but it will not prevent 
wind from entering through broken windows. 
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John Mark Shuffitt 
Livestock Agent II 
Marion County Extension Service
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“The Last Word” 
Equine Behavior 

(Match the term with the definition.) 
 

Definition 
 
1. When a horse runs or bolts from stimuli 
 
2. A type of negative reinforcement used to weaken or 

eliminate an unwanted behavior 
 
3. When a horse moves away from pressure to avoid 

more severe pressure 
 
4. A stimuli that naturally causes a response without 

practice 
 
5. A reinforcement associated with punishment 
 
6. A stimuli that is learned through practice 
 
7. A reinforcement given immediately with 

relationship to a response 
 
8. A reinforcement associated with reward training 
 
 
 
 

Term 
 

A. Contingent 
 
B. Negative 
 
C. Punishment 
 
D. Conditioned 
 
E. Avoidance 
 
F. Positive 
 
G. Escape 
 
H. Unconditioned 
 
 
 
Answers: 1-G; 2-C; 3-E; 4-H; 5-B; 6-D; 7-A; 8-F 
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