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Pasture Production: 
How to Start Growing



Did you think about your pasture before buying 
your land? 
I bought a farm in Florida with five acres and want to have  livestock. 
What should I do?
ÅHow many animals can I have on the farm?

Å I want to have three horses, two cows, and chickens.

ÁAnimal Units in Florida

ÅAm I allowed to use all five acres? 

ÅHow is the area?

ÅWhere will I place my animals?

ÁRotational vs. Continuous Grazing (Caitlin)

ÁPaddocks



άDƻƻŘ ŦƻǊŀƎŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ 
reduce feeding costs, environmental 
impacts, and nutritional disorders 

caused by high-ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΦέ 
Wallauet.al 2019



A horseweighing 1,000 lbs. would require           
1.5ς2.5%  of its bodyweight 

Å15ς25 lbs. of dry matter per day, 

Å50ς100 lbs. of fresh feed per day

M. Wallau, E. L. Johnson, J. Vendramini, C. Wickens, and C. Bainum, 2019

How much food do my animals need? 



A beef cow weighing 1,000 lbs. would require 1.8ς2.7%  of its bodyweight 

ÅCalving Period 

o Peak Milk 

ÁDMI: 21-23 lb/d (10 lbs), 21-25 lb/d (30 lbs), 21-28 lb/d (30 lbs)

ÁFresh Pasture: 70-92 lb/d (10 lbs), 70-100 lb/d (30 lbs), 70-112 lb/d (30 lbs)

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/AN/AN21100.pdf
Matt Hersomand Todd Thrift, 2017

How much food do my animals need? 

A beef cow weighing 1,000 lbs. would require 2.1ς2.3%  
of its bodyweight

o Average Daily Gain
Á21 DMI (1 lb/d) (70 lb/daily fresh pasture)
Á22  DMI (2 lb/d)
Á23 DMI (3 lb/d) (92 lb/daily fresh pasture)
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Choosing the Right Forage Species and Cultivar 
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Choosing the Right Forage Species and Cultivar 



Wallau, 2018



Planting Dates, Seeding Rates, and Planting Depths for 
Common Forage Crops Planted from Seed in Florida 
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Food For Thought:

ÅAlways check seed quality.

ÅSeed germination should be 80% or higher for best results.

ÅLearn how to calculate the number of pounds needed per acre.

25 lb/Acre (Bahia) 31.25 lbs/acre =
80% of Germination 

Pounds per Acres
Number of pounds of seeds needed per acre =Seed Germination % 

Planting Dates, Seeding Rates, and Planting Depths for 
Common Forage Crops Planted from Seed in Florida 



Soil Preparation: 
1. Soil Test



Soil Preparation: 
2. Soil Prep



Soil Preparation (Video)


