
Dennis Mudge 
Multi-County Livestock 
Extension Agent III 
 
UF/IFAS Orange County Extension 
6021 S. Conway Road 
Orlando, FL  32812 
407-254-9200 

 
 
 

Getting Started with a Home 
Flock in Central Florida 



Home Flock 
Hens can be a wonderful and 

beautiful addition to your backyard. 

A few hens can supply all the eggs 

your family needs, along with litter 

(manure mixed with bedding) that 

can be used as a source of organic 

fertilizer in your garden. Your hens 

will supplement their diet with 

insects, and they can turn your 

garden and kitchen waste into 

safe, nutritious eggs. Properly 

cared for, hens are a great addition 

to any home.  



Reasons for the  
Poultry Phenomena 



1. In “style” 
2. Legitimate whole, safe food 
3. Semi-vegetarian’s protein 

source 
4. Rural roots 
5. Hands-on learning, Ag & 

Life Skills, for the family 
project, responsibility 

6. Finish your garden 
7. “Life style” – relaxing 

activity, companionship 
8. Make some money 
9. Social interaction 
10. Challenging endeavor 



1. Zonings, local ordinances 
2. Set backs 
3. Ordinances & citations 
4. Homeowner’s associations 
5. Neighbors 
6. Space Requirements 

Am I Allowed? 



Small Flock Production 



1. What is your goal? 
2. Who will handle them? 
3. Chicks or production birds? 

Which Breed Do I Choose? 



Where to Start? 

 
Or Laying Hens 
---------------- 

 



PLAN AHEAD 
SMALLER 

 

Mentor 

IFAS Publications 

Farm Visit 

Space 

Family Help 

Friendly Neighbors 

Zoning 

Farm Supply Store 

Poultry Supplier 

Housing 

Feeding Plan 

Effort 

Commitment to Learn 

IFAS Class 

Supplies and $$$ 

LARGER 

 

Farm Business Plan 

IFAS Publications 

University Visit 

Land 

Partners 

Neighbor Runoff Plans 

Legal Permits 

Labor 

Dealer 

Poultry Supplies 

Housing 

Major Nutrition Plan 

Schooling 

University Classes 

Supplies and lots of $$$ 



1. Well Trained 
2. Ready to Work 
3. Enjoying Chickens 
4. Adequate Housing 
5. Someone to call for 

problems  
6. Feed Supplier 
7. Birds Protected 
8. Neighbors on board 
9. Family loving it 

READY? 














