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Stating the obvious

Stating the obvious

koracco

This is notin Florida

* Sheep and goats originated
in rocky terrain.
* Hoof wear was not an issue.

bm‘gﬁ@x This is not in Florida
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o the obvious Stating the

Florida flat woods
pose a challenge for the
natural wear of hooves.
+ Our sails — sandy, low

friction.

— Promote overgrown
hoaotwalls and soles.

Peninsula (stretch of ] " 2
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Stating the obvious

Why do we trim hooves?

Overgrown hooves will
cause:

* Inadequate posture.

* Jgint problems,

+ Fungal infections.

* Lameness,

* Poor performance due to painful
movement.
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Why do we trim hooves

Correct trimming promotes:
*A flat surface for animals to stand on.
*Removal of trapped mud and feces.

*Removal of excessive horn and sole
tissue.

— Reduces the chance forfootscald,
footrot and other conditions.
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The Hooves
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Why do we trim hooves?

Itis necessary to allow gir dirculation
an the hoof area to eliminate
anaerobic bacteria to colonize the foot.

Under narmal conditians, sheep and
goaty need to be trimmed 1 to 2 times
per year. Every farm is different and
more regular trimming is necessary in
our soils.
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Lameness - can be caused by




External Hoof Anatomy

Common Hoof Problems

Hoof Abscess:

+ {Caused most often by an irjury to a hoof that allows the bact:
zalinside The hoof,

Symptoms: ldamensss from pain and, swalling at the bailio jus
above the heof.

Treatment:

— Temm rgard treating tae i
= Fropsr haof Fimm ng ran pee

i acea ard usicgoantibe
VENT AbiRcess as.

i* neressary.

pmimon Hoof Problems

She“v hoof {White line separationf:

+ The white line -- where the soft and hard part of
the hoof meet can break down due to paar hoof
care, and a packet can form that may fill with
dirt.

= Under cortain conditions, infoctions can rosult,
but usually no lameness ar pain is associated
with sholly haof,

+ Treatment: Regular hoof trimming.

Common Hoof Problems

Lamiinitis:
+ Swelling of the sensitive tissue beneath the nard walls
af the 1eof, causing aain, [aneness, and ceentually

fouader.

+ Results when t1e hoof wa | gets trick and overgrow-,
often wita the toss turiing up. In some cases,
perrmanet hoeot damage could oocun

* Possible causes:

Sud or axlieniz cznges in Lhe d gL -- Tur esamiple, Loo
rmuch grain -- trauma, o0 severe aacterial ivfertinns,

Common Hoof Problems

Granulema:

= Assedused by moury Lo Lz hool, prasalo nas ae
raand, red sweellings of "arogd t esh” that grow at
the injury sitc aad keop the Fard 2art of tae hact
wi o growirg narmeally. They Bload casily.
Symptoms: Larmeness frem azir and cde shaaed
hovves o hool walls

Treatment: roroval of the growth and Lhe
app italion of 4 prassure bandage L e alfecled
ATEA.

Common Hoof Problems

Rotting meat odor
between toes.

Foot Scald:

Cavsed by Nusobacterdium cecrsphorum (intest'nel and Dichelabactar
riodiases (30 1L Wae excess we dift and fecos accumulite beteocen the
Foers, Lhis causes the baclera Lo colon e erder, irnilalad lissoe

betuwaen the toss

Symptoms:
= mezs-dia talswell ng, lamenass, ssduced we actgai-. deccezzed ril< pros uct an,

Treatment:

= Thesmgh lommi=g lien
{16% capper 24 fate £

Al el iz, use o el bal e e dai g sposes
1. cul 13




Before yvou Start

Tools

*Hoof trimming shears
*Hoof rasp

*Hoof pick

*Trimming knife

“File

*Stanchion
*Bailing twine
*Mineral oil
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Trimming Tips

1. Start by cleaning the toes.
a) Trim the shortest toe first.
* Frontfeet: Outer toes
* Back feet: Inside toes

Trim the front of the toes first.

b

2. After trimming the hoof wall, even
the sole with a rasp.

) e

Points of balance

Trim nail walls, removing any over-
grown or ragged hoof wall.

o) LINESTRK

1.Dig out dirt
2.Trim wall
4T.rim excess hoof govtnhere. 3. Trim heels
| 4 Trim excess interdigital
d hoof growth

dew claws

< Don't cut these!

Trimming Tips

B

3. Expose wounds, cracks or crevices to
air by clipping the horn around it.
a) Stop when you see pink, soft skin.
b) Hoof should be even with hairline.

c) Dryand hardened hooves can be
softened with mineral oil.

Malke it c:

possible.

* Investin agoat stanchion if

: |
¢ for you and the animal




Make it easy for vou and the animal

Make it ea vou and the animal

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Figure 4. Holding and twisting a sheep to restrain it in a sitting position

Make it casy for vou and the animal

* “Casting”
—Using a rope to
immobilize the animal.

is of Trimming

bjective:

— Relieve animal stress by
providing the animal with sound,
well-balance footing.

* Other ways to trim small ruminants:
—Two-person trim
—Tilt table ($53$)
—Casting

|
Managing our v out of Foot Problems

* Nutrition

— High caloricdiets can produce hoofirregular growth.
— Low protein diets caninterrupt normal hoof growth.
* Genetics
— Hoof problems can be inherited from parents.
— Cull animals that recurinto hoof problems.
* Regular trimming

— Monitoron a regularbasis. Trim as needed.

Mamma said: Aim for
the sky, but Idon’t
think she meant like
this.

And some people
saysheepare
stupid.

Larry, the next time
you say “hold my
beer” | will remind
you of this!




Conclusion = JLMS@E(‘;

* Foot problems can be avoided by detecting them early.
* Culling is always an option.

* Contact your veterinarian for information on treating common Anlmal Longev.ty "3

problems. ¥
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