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WELCOME

I want to take a moment to celebrate and
congratulate this year’s honorees. Your work
reflects the very best of Extension: dedication,
collaboration, and a shared commitment

to making a difference in the communities

we serve.

What stands out most is how these
accomplishments are never done alone.

They are built through teamwork, through
colleagues supporting one another, sharing
ideas, and working together toward something
greater. That spirit is what continues to move
Extension forward.

Thank you for the energy, creativity, and perseverance you bring to your work
each day. I am incredibly proud of what you have accomplished and grateful
for the impact you continue to make across our state. Congratulations on this
well-deserved recognition.

Sincerely,

Dr. Andra D. Johnson
UF/IFAS Dean for Extension
Director of Florida Cooperative Extension Service
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EXTENSION PROFESSIONAL

ENHANCEMENT AWARDS

We look forward to announcing the recipients of these awards on May 5.
Alto Straughn Educational
Alto Straughn 4-H
Art Hornsby
Christine Taylor Waddill
Connect, Grow, Shine Award
Dallas Townsend
Extension Community Engagement Scholarship Team Award
Extension Graduate Student Award for Excellence in Extension
Extension Entrepreneurial Team
John and Martha Woeste
Johnson County Faculty
Marshall & Mildred Watkins
Mary Harrison
Master Gardener
Mentor of the Year
Sadler
Seymour Goldweber

Wells Fargo
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FAE4-HA AWARD WINNERS

Outstanding
Specialist Award

Candi Dierenfield, Ph.D.

Dr. Dierenfield provides statewide
leadership for UF/IFAS Extension
volunteer systems through strategic
planning, working groups, and

the 4-H Volunteer Action Team.

She serves on the Florida 4-H

State Leadership Team Capacity
Committee and collaborates with
Youth Compliance, HR, and General
Counsel to ensure consistent
volunteer policies, risk management,
and youth protection statewide.

Achievement in
Service (ASA)

Elaine Simfukwe

As a Clay County 4-H Agent, Elaine
Simfukwe prepares youth to be
Beyond Ready in STEM by building
content knowledge, life skills, and
confidence. She partners with
volunteers and organizations to
expand STEM programs, strengthen
club experiences, reach underserved
audiences, and secure resources so
more youth can participate in Clay
County 4-H.

Jessica Emerson

Jessica Emerson serves as the 4-H
Youth Development Agent in Levy
County, FL. She is a double gator
alumna, holding a Master of Science
(M.S.) in Agricultural Education and
Communication and a Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) in Animal Sciences.

Katie Jones

Katie Jones’ 4-H career began 38
years ago when she joined her local
4-H club. Since then, the program
has continued to shape her through
her roles as a volunteer, summer
program assistant, and finally as a
county extension agent and interim
CED in Suwannee County. Katie
holds both a Master of Science
(M.S.) and a Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) in Agricultural Education and
Communication from the University
of Florida.
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Distinguished Service (DSA)

Abbey Tharpe

Abbey, Taylor County 4-H Agent, is
dedicated to youth development.
She holds degrees from Florida
State University and the University
of Florida. Her work includes 4-H
camping, Healthy Living, and
personal development. She serves
on the NAE4-HYDP Healthy Living
Committee and is a nine-year Epsilon
Sigma Phi Treasurer.

Kelsey Cook

Kelsey Cook has served as the 4-H
State Events Coordinator and State
Officer Co-Advisor since 2024

and as the Florida 4-H Legislature
Program Coordinator since 2019.
Previously, she served eight years
as the Duval County 4-H Agent,
bringing county and state experience
to lead high-quality, youth centered
programs statewide. Kelsey

holds a Master of Arts in Strategic
Communication and Leadership.

Rachel Pienta, Ph.D.

Dr. Rachel Pienta, Wakulla County
4-H Agent, expanded community
partnerships and funding, increasing
program support and creating new
youth opportunities, including camps
and community service projects. She
mentored agents, led regional and
state initiatives, and launched the
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Clover Gala fundraiser. Her programs
developed youth leadership, life
skills, and community engagement
across Wakulla County.

Meritorious Service (MSA)

Brian Estevez

Brian Estevez has been a 4-H
Youth Development Agent for
UF/IFAS Extension since 2008.
He has developed exciting and
award winning 4-H programs,
trained passionate and impactful
4-H volunteers, and led youth in
STEM, healthy living, and citizenship
activities in Escambia County and
throughout the state of Florida.

25 Years of Service

Chris DeCubellis, Ph.D.

Dr. Chris DeCubellis is the current
4-H State Specialized Agent in
Animal Science. He began his
Extension careerin 1998 as a
Livestock/4-H Agent in Collier
County and later served in multiple
counties before becoming Florida’s
first 4-H Associate State Program
Leader. Chris is most proud of
developing leadership programs and
seeing youth grow into successful
adults and professionals.



FEAFCS AWARD WINNERS

NEAFCS Award Category

Continued Excellence Award
Individual Award

Amy Mullins

Heather Futch

SNAP-Ed/EFNEP Educational
Program Award

Team Award Lead

Amy Mullins

Team

Jill Breslawski, Sharlee Whiddon,
Melanie Southerland

Communications Written
Media Award

Individual Award
Andrea Nikolai

Team Award Lead
Joshua Payne

Team

Shari Bresin

Human Development/Family
Relationships Award

Team Award Lead

Kim Griffin

Team

Katherine Allen, Beth Kerr
Team Award Lead

Annie Wallau

Team

Wendy Wood, Christine Snyder

Extension Educator of the
Year Award

Individual Award

Brenda Marty-Jimenez

Innovation in Programming Award
Individual Award

Brittany Clark

Team Award Lead

Hillary MacMichael

Team

Lori Johnson, Melissa Vilaro,
Isabelle Alobele

Innovative Youth Development
Programming Award

Team Award Lead

Brittany Clark

Team

Sabrina Hayes, Crystalgale Hunter

Communications Educational
Publications Award
Individual Award

Hillary MacMichael

Team Award Lead

Stephanie Clamer McMinds
Team

Lydia Washburn
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Community Partnership Award
Team Award Lead

Kim Griffin

Team

Beth Kerr, Katherine Allen

Team Award Lead

Felicia Marable-Williams

Team

Joshua Payne, Hillary MacMichael,
Pamela Bradford, Shari Bresin,
Shelby Mauch Fite, Andrea Nikolai,
Amber Norris, Yesenia Rodriguez,
Wendy Wood, Melissa Vilaro

Financial Management Award in
Memory of Dean Don Felker
Individual Award

Halie Corbitt

Family Health & Wellness Award
Team Award Lead

Hillary MacMichael

Team

Kevin Camm

Team Award Lead

Kim Griffin

Team

Beth Kerr, Katherine Allen

Mary W. Wells Memorial Award
Team Award Lead

Jenny Rodriguez

Team

Giovanna Benitez, Laura Valencia,
Cindi Hetz, Lisa Hamilton,
Shannon Horillo

Team Award Lead

Kim Griffin

Team

Beth Kerr, Katherine Allen
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Communications Radio or
Podcast Award

Team Award Lead

Jill Breslawski

Team

Jennifer Bearden, Dana Stephens,
Hartley Spaulding, Larry Williams

School Wellness Award

Team Award Lead

Joshua Payne

Team

Shelby Mauch Fite, Mollie Goodson

Excellence in Teamwork Award
Team Award Lead

Katherine Allen

Team

Kim Griffin, Beth Kerr

Team Award Lead

Joshua Payne

Team

Shelby Mauch Fite, Allison Williams,
Pamela Bradford, Ramona
Madhosingh-Hector, Melissa Vilaro

Extension Housing Outreach Award
Team Award Lead

Lisa Hamilton

Team

Judy Corbus, Jenny Rodriguez,

Cyndi Longley, Giovanna Benitez,
Katherine Allen, Halie Corbitt,

Terri Keith, Ella Dinkins, Cindi Hetz,
Stephanie Clamer McMinds, Natasha
Parks, Jill Breslawski, Melanie
Taylor, Carla Adams-Lippett, Claire
Davis, Pam Hughes, Laura Valencia,
Cheyenne Martin



Educational Curriculum
Package Award

Team Award Lead

Lori Johnson

Team

Dallas Meringolo

Communications Television/Video
Award

Team Award Lead

Shari Bresin

Team

Joshua Payne, Tony Persaud

Marketing Package Award

Team Award Lead

Suzanne Holloway

Team

Yesenia Rodriguez, Tammy Barnard,
Amy Mullins

Food Safety Award

Team Award Lead

Terri Keith

Team

Stephanie Brown, Samantha
Kennedy, Joshua Payne, Allison
Williams, Shari Bresin

State Only Award Category

Outstanding Paraprofessional
Cheryl Tatum
Nominated by Lisa Hamilton

Outstanding Specialist Award
Heidi Radunovich
Nominated by Kendra Hughson

Friend of FEAFCS

The City of Tallahassee Parks and
Recreation Community Centers
Nominated by Britany Clark
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FACAA AWARD WINNERS

Search for
Excellence Winners

Bridget Stice, Bennett, L., Gill, K.,
Williams, A., Mauch, S.

Search for Excellence in 4-H
Programming

Morgan Pinkerton, Eason, H.,
Smith, M., Yarborough, J.,

Camm, K., Michael, S.

Search for Excellence in Agriculture
Awareness and Appreciation

Morgan Pinkerton, Eason, H.,
Moffis, B.

Search for Excellence in Consumer or
Commercial Horticulture

Ethan Carter, Mauldin, M.,
Waters, K, Leonard, D., Tillman, B.
Search for Excellence in Crop
Production

Morgan Pinkerton, McCormick, K.,
Hodges, A.

Search for Excellence in
Environmental Quality, Forestry and
Natural Resources

Luis Rodriguez, Bosques, J.,
Diaz, J., Hevesh, A., Lawson, K.,
Gutierrez, E., Smith, M*

Search for Excellence in Farm and
Ranch Business Management

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Catherine
Whitehead, Dossin, C.,

Beach, E., Schortinghouse,

A., Halbritter, A., Tomlinson,

P., Jennewein, S., Wynn, K.,
Gallagher, M., Fenneman, D.,
Hebert, D., Sanders, C., Dasher, E.,
Pittman, T., Korus, K., DeValerio, J.
Search for Excellence in Livestock
Production

Luis Rodriguez, Ryals, J.,
Outerbridge, D., Hagen, J., Gill, K.,
Williams, A.

Search for Excellence in Sustainable
Agriculture Recognition Program

Amy Vu, Athearn, K., Bammer,
M., Ellis, J., Jack, C., Morgan, K.,
Diaz, J.

Search for Excellence in

Young, Beginning, or Small
Farmers/Ranchers

Distinguished
Service Award

Tim Wilson
Mark Warren
Matthew VanWeelden
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Achievement Award

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Whitehead
Cynthia Nazario-Leary
Cassidy Dossin

Specialist of the Year

Dr. Hardeep Singh
Dr. Vivek Sharma

Outstanding Agriculturalist

Chris Hancock and Jaclyn Hancock
Lawson Taylor

Andy Voelz

Dr. Lujean Waters

Communication Awards —
State Winners

Audio Recording
Amy W, Ellis, J., Jack, C.,
Carmichael, J.

Published Photo
Erin Jones

Computer Generated Presentation
with Script
James Davis
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Event Promotional Package
Kevin Camm

Personal Column
Leslie Munroe

Feature Story Article
Bonnie Wells

Newsletter
David Austin, Portner, B.

Educational Video Recording
Morgan Pinkerton, Slafkovsky, K.,
Earley, V., Welter, S., Linville, A.,
Rector, R., Field, K., Walsh, S.

Fact Sheet
David Outerbridge, Pierce, A.,
Crum, L., Carr, C., Welch, L.

Publication
Kevin Camm, Gardner, C., Chairez, C.

Website/Online Content
Luis Rodriguez, Romero, J.

Learning Module/Notebook

Amy Vu, Hammond, M., Parkell, N.,
Bammer, M,. Helton, E., Henry, K.,
Sullivan, J., Ellis, J.

Bound Book/eBook

Mayerling Tatiana Sanchez-Jones,
Harlow, L., Vu, A., Yarborough, J.,
Sullivan, J., Bodrey, R.



FANREP AWARD WINNERS

Achievement Awards

FANREP Distinguished Career
Leadership Award
Amanda Marek

FANREP Early Career
Leadership Award
Kaydie McCormick

FANREP Innovative Program
Award - Team

Dana Stephens, Laura Tiu,
Rick O’Connor

FANREP Outstanding Team

Award — Team

Morgan Pinkerton, Kaydie
McCormick, Wanda Adorno, JK
Yarborough, Tina McIntyre, Bennett
Lloyd, Serena Walsh, Kelly Field,
Sabrina Robinson

FANREP Regional Collaborator
Award - Team

Jeremy Rhoden, Rebecca Griffin,
Amy Dabbs, Amanda Bratcher,
Bethany O’Rear, Kaylin Bruening

FANREP Outstanding
Specialist Award
Jehangir H. Bhadha

FANREP 4-H/Youth Development
Program — Team

Carolyn Kovacs, Kalan Taylor,
Chelsea Woodard

Friend of FANREP

Master Gardener Volunteer
Debra Mackey

Nominated by Amanda Marek

Educational Materials

FANREP Book or Comprehensive
Program Curriculum Awards
1st Team: Clarissa Chairez,
Calvin Gardner, & Kevin Camm
2" Team: Vincent Encomio,
Savanna Barry, Marjorie
Shropshire, Ginny Stibolt
3rd: Jeremy Rhoden

FANREP Long Publication Awards

1%t Team: Stephanie Cadaval,
Michael Andreu, Ryan Klein,
Andrew Koeser, & Paul
Monaghan

FANREP Newsletter/Series of

Articles/Blogs Awards

1st: Megan Moore

2": Clarissa Chairez

3 Team: Katherine Clements, Evelyn
Spencer, & Mary Ellen Boelhower
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FANREP Promotional and

Marketing Materials Awards

1%t Team: Savanna Barry, Finella
Campanino, & Emily Colson

2" Team: Katherine Clements,
Evelyn Spencer, Kevin O’Horan,
Brendan Davis, & Kristina King

3 Team: Marnie Ward & Alyssa
Schortinghouse

FANREP Short Publication Awards

15t Team: Katherine Clements,
Zahir Ringgold Cordes, &
Kevin O’Horan

2" Team: Jacqueline (Jackie)
Lebouitz & Kevin O’Horan

3" Clarissa Chairez

FANREP TV/Video Awards

15t Jeremy Rhoden

2" Team: Morgan Pinkerton,
Kurt Slafkovsky, Vincent Early,
Shawna Welter, Ally Linville,
Rachel Rector, Kelly Field, &
Serena Walsh

3 Team: Lara Milligan &
Alyssa Vinson
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FANREP Webinars Awards

1st Team: Morgan Pinkerton, Kaydie
McCormick, Wanda Adorno, J.K.
Yarborough, Tina McIntyre, &
Bennett Lloyd

2" Team: Savanna Barry, Laura
Reynolds, Finella Campanino, &
Emily Colson

FANREP Websites/Apps/

Educational Technology Awards

15t Team: Megan Moore &
Lara Milligan

2" Team: Jacqueline (Jackie)
Lebouitz, Tracy Calla, Michael
D’Imperio, Carol Kavalan,
C.J. Bain, Tom Wichman, Claire
Mitchell, Susan Haddock,
Michelle Atkinson, Nicholas
(Nick) Taylor, Tracy Bryant, &
Leah Welch

3. Amanda Marek



FACDEP AWARD WINNERS

FACDEP Excellence in Community
Development Work (Individual)
Recipient: Linda Seals

FACDEP Excellence in Community
Development Work (Team)
Recipients: Prudence Caskey,
Jennifer Walker

FACDEP Excellence in Teamwork
Award (Team)

Recipients: Whitney Elmore,
Aimee Schlitt, Chris Carreiro

FACDEP Educational Materials
Award (Team)

Recipients: Prudence Caskey,
Jennifer Walker, Jason McGuire

ESP AWARDS

Excellence in Outreach &
Engagement (Team)

Victor Blanco
Brittany Hall-Scharf
Donielle Nardi

Excellence in Outreach &
Engagement (Individual)

Victor Blanco

Visionary Leadership Award

Stacey Ellison

Administrative
Leadership Award

Stacey Ellison

Distinguished Team Award

Kristie Popa & Tycee Prevatt
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