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Situation Statement 

In recent years, many families have indicated that they have not signed their children up for 

County Events because they either did not understand the program, or their children were 

nervous about speaking in public or performing in front of an audience. This blog post serves 

as an informative piece aimed at educating families about the benefits of 4-H County Events 

for youth development. The post emphasizes the impact of this event on confidence, 

communication skills, leadership abilities, critical thinking, personal growth, and resilience. It 

also addresses common concerns, such as public speaking anxiety, and provides information 

on the structure and advantages of participation. 

Program Objectives 

The primary objectives of the blog post are: 

1. To provide detailed information about the structure and purpose of 4-H County Events, 

ensuring families understand the opportunity available for their children. 

2. To motivate parents to involve their children in County Events by highlighting the 

benefits associated with participation. 

3. To alleviate common fears by normalizing them and emphasizing the supportive 

environment of 4-H. 

 

Program Implementation and Plan of Action 

To achieve these objectives, the blog post addresses the benefits of County Events, the event’s 

structure, reasons for participation, and common concerns. The blog outlines six key 

benefits—confidence building, communication skills, leadership development, critical 

thinking, personal growth, and resilience—to provide compelling reasons for participation. 

The post also reassures parents by acknowledging the common fear of public speaking and 

highlighting the supportive environment that 4-H offers. Additionally, the post gives details 

about how to participate in the contest, such as how to choose a topic. The blog post was 

shared before the registration deadline, and the link was posted on social media and sent to all 

families enrolled in 4-H via 4-H Online Broadcast. 

 



Evaluation 

In 2024, 46% of County Events participants were new members who had not participated in 

the contest in the past. This is increased from 22% new participants in 2023. Additionally, 

other materials created based on the content of the post were shared widely, including by 

other counties. 

Continuation Plan 

The content of this post is easily modified from year to year to be able to be used in the future. 

The final section of the post with registration information can be updated annually once 

registration information is available, and then it can be reverted to general information at the 

conclusion of each year’s event. Additionally, other materials can be created with this same 

content to increase the number of families who view it. 

Collaboration 

In the future, the post could be used to promote the Florida 4-H Public Speaking Contest 

Powered by Florida Power & Light. Additionally, there could be partnerships with the public 

school system and private/charter schools to share this content with teachers and enrolled 

families to encourage their participation in public speaking events through 4-H. 
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