
Meagan Daniel 

Outstanding New Professional Award 

Section 1: Supporting the 4-H Program and Youth Development 

Meagan Daniel has made significant contributions to the Union County 4-H program, fostering a 

culture of innovation and engagement in youth development. As a 4-H Extension Agent, she 

develops, implements, and evaluates diverse educational programs designed to meet the needs of 

Union County’s youth. Her efforts include school enrichment programs, community clubs, and 

day camps that emphasize life skills, leadership, and STEM education. Meagan has a 

specialization in volunteer management and youth leadership development, ensuring that the 

programs she oversees are impactful and inclusive. Her expertise in scaffolding instruction 

addresses the diverse learning needs of 4-H participants, particularly in areas like STEM 

education, animal science, and social-emotional learning.  

Innovative efforts include her work on the "STEM-ulating Scientific Minds in K-5" program, 

which engages over 1,300 students annually in hands-on STEM projects. She has also expanded 

opportunities for youth through programs like financial literacy initiatives and leadership 

workshops, aligning 4-H activities with state educational standards to maximize their relevance 

and effectiveness. Meagan’s commitment to volunteer recruitment and training has significantly 

enhanced the reach and quality of 4-H programming in Union County. Her volunteers deliver 

more than 100 educational presentations annually, directly impacting the development of critical 

life skills in youth participants. Additionally, she held a volunteer retention rate last year of 89% 

and has recruited 32 new volunteers over the past 3 years.  

Section 2: Professional Association Service and Development 

Meagan has been an active member of the National Association of Extension 4-H Youth 

Development Professionals (NAE4-HYDP) and the Florida Association of Extension 4-H Agents 

(FAE4-HA) since 2022. Her dedication to these organizations includes serving as a Regional 

Awards Judge for NAE4-HYDP and a Member Recognition Committee member for FAE4-HA. 

These roles reflect her commitment to advancing the professional standards of the 4-H program 

and recognizing excellence within the profession. 

In addition to her association service, Meagan actively pursues professional development 

opportunities to enhance her skills and knowledge. She has completed over 160 hours of 

professional training since 2022, including certifications in youth suicide prevention, adolescent 

trauma, and STEM curriculum development. Meagan’s goal is to leverage this knowledge to 

create programming that meets the evolving needs of youth and their communities. Her 

participation in leadership institutes and compliance training further underscores her dedication 

to excellence in youth development work. 

Section 3: Recognition and Accomplishments 

Meagan’s efforts have been widely recognized at the local, state, and national levels. She 

received the 2024 regional “Citizenship in 4-H Youth Development Award" from NAE4-HYDP, 



highlighting her innovative approaches to engaging youth in active citizenship. At the state level, 

she has been honored through FAE4-HA, with the "Diversity and Inclusion" in 2024. These 

achievements reflect her ability to create programs that are both impactful and inclusive, 

addressing the diverse needs of her community. 

Locally, Meagan’s leadership has resulted in increased youth participation in 4-H, with 

membership doubling since she assumed her role in 2022. Her grant-writing skills have secured 

over $450,000 in funding to support educational materials, program supplies, and facilities. She 

has secured over $180,000 of in-kind contributions to her programming. This funding has 

directly enhanced the quality of 4-H programming, providing youth with resources like STEM 

kits, gardening supplies, and photography equipment. Meagan’s work continues to transform the 

lives of Union County youth, equipping them with the skills and confidence to succeed in the 

future. 

In summary, Meagan Daniel exemplifies the qualities of an outstanding 4-H professional through 

her innovative programming, commitment to professional growth, and dedication to the success 

of her community. Her work has created a lasting impact on Union County’s youth and serves as 

a model for excellence in Extension education. 

 

Biographical Sketch:  

Meagan Daniel serves as the 4-H Extension Agent for Union County, Florida, where she is 

dedicated to fostering youth development through innovative, research-based programming. 

With over a decade of experience in public education before coming to extension, Meagan 

specializes in volunteer management, youth development, and STEM curriculum development. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Saint Leo University and is 

currently pursuing a Master of Science in Family, Youth, and Community Science at the 

University of Florida, with an anticipated graduation in 2025. 

Meagan’s time with Union County 4-H has been marked by significant growth and impact. 

Under her leadership, 4-H club membership has more than doubled, and her programs have 

reached over 1,300 youth annually. She has implemented initiatives in leadership training, 

STEM, day camps, and in-school programming, all designed to equip young people with critical 

life skills. Committed to community engagement, Meagan works closely with local organizations 

and volunteers to ensure 4-H programming is accessible and inclusive. Meagan is passionate 

about empowering the next generation to become confident, capable leaders and active 

contributors to their communities.  

 

 

 

 



FAE4-HA Involvement  

• Active Membership: 2022-present 

• Member Recognition Committee: 2023-present 

• Member Recognition: State Awards Chair 2023 

• State Awards Judge 2023 and 2024 

• NAE4-HYDP: Regional Awards Judge 2023 and 2024 

• Attended Member Meeting at EPAF 2022 and 2024 

• Attended NAE4-HYDP 2024 in Boise, ID 

 

Honors 

• 2024 NAE4-HYDP Citizenship in 4-H Youth Development Regional Award 

• 2024 FAE4-HA Citizenship in 4-H Youth Development State Award 

• 2024 FAE4-HA Diversity and Inclusion: Expanding the 4-H Audience State Award 
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