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2024 5th grade students 

Owl Pellet Dissection

Hamilton County Elementary School

UF/IFAS Extension is an equal opportunity institution. The University of Florida is committed to providing universal access to all of our events. 

For disability accommodations, such as alternate formats of written material, please contact makerr@ufl.edu at least two weeks in advance. 

Volunteer teaches 5th grade students 

about the food chain. 

Students work in pairs to complete 

the dissection and the lab report.

Using a chart to 

identify the 

bones found in 

the pellet. 

Lab 

materials 

Students use 

microscopes for 

“up-close” 

observation. 
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Owl Pellet Lab - Observations 
 

Students _______________________________ and ______________________________ 

 

Date _________________________________ Teacher ____________________________ 

  

1. Examine the materials and tools on your table. Check the list on the board to make sure 

you and your partner have all the necessary items before the lab begins. 

 

Once you have verified you have all necessary items, check this box  
 

2. Measure the length and width of your owl pellets in centimeters.   
  

Length of your owl pellet  _______  
  

  Width of your owl pellet   _______  
  

  Mass of your owl pellet   _______  
  

3. Carefully examine the exterior of the pellet.   
  

Do you see any signs of fur? _________   

 

Do you see any signs of feathers? _______  

 

Do you see any seeds?_________  Do you see any signs of grass? _________ 

 

What else do you observe about your owl pellet? ______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw a sketch of your owl pellet:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Owl Pellet Lab - Observations 
 

Write a description of your owl pellet. Be thorough, including information form your 

examination. Use complete sentences. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Examination: The 4-H agent will talk you through the lab.  You will carefully use a wooden 

probe to break apart the owl pellet and observe what you find. Using tweezers and a probe, 

expose the bones for identification. Use the bone diagram to identify the bones and complete 

table below: 

  

Owl Pellet Results Table 

Bone Type Animals Identified Number Found 

Skull         

Jaw         

Scapula         

Forelimb         

Hindlimb         

Pelvic Bone         

Rib         

Vertebrae         

Unknown    

  

 


	ProgExcel_Kerr1.pdf
	ProgExcel_Kerr2.pdf
	Slide 1

	ProgExcel_Kerr3.pdf

